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Analyzing Shot 275 to Shot 298
in Wong Kar-wai’s In the Mood for Love:
The Ascending and Descending Woman, Corridor and
Labyrinth, and Cinema and Its Folds

Yung-Hao Liu*

Abstract

This paper aims to analyze a sequence, from shot 275 to shot 298, in
Wong Kar-wai’s In the Mood for Love. Starting from Deleuze’s “the Fold”
and Bergson’s “Thought and Movement,” this paper tries to analyze scenes
of rapid ascending and descending of stairs, and of trotting-through-corridors
in this sequence, in which the movements up and down stairs challenge
philosophical and cinematic analysis. In the sequence, Wong Kar-wai
transforms the stairs, which can be seen as an embodiment of the fold, and
combines them with the corridor, movement, and a variety of cinematic
techniques through the use of a ‘continuity error’ editing aesthetic to
construct his very own cinematic fold. Therefore, this sequence becomes a
trap for meaning, and a challenge to the practices associated with film
studies.

Keywords: The Fold (le pli), stairs (1’escalier), movement (mouvement),
Wong Kar-wai, Deleuze, Bergson, continuity error (faux
raccords)

* The author is currently Assistant Professor in the Department of Radio, Television and
Film, Shih Hsin University, Taiwan. E-mail: jourhao@gmail.com
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